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Inside this issue: 

CIPHI is the professional association that represents Public Health 
Inspectors and Environmental Health Officers across Canada.   
 
The Saskatchewan Branch represents the interest of the Public 
Health Inspection profession and the field of Environmental Health 
in the province of Saskatchewan. 

As you read the newsletter I hope everyone is well rested from another busy sum-
mer.  If you consider all the provincial records broken this year for rainfall, along 
with the major flooding in Maple Creek, Yorkton, North Battleford and Hudson Bay, 
this summer was extremely busy with more than just routine inspections. 
 
Congratulations to the BC Branch for a very successful national AEC.  A job well 
done!!! 
 
At the beginning of November, the Branch is having itôs 3rd annual Professional 
Educational Development Seminar in Saskatoon.  If you havenôt already registered 
for the seminar, please send your registration form into Ryan Philipation as soon 
as possible.  Mike McCann and the other executive members have been working 
hard to ensure this yearôs seminar is the best ever.  There are a wide range of 
topics to be discussed at the seminar, as well as sponsors from across Western 
Canada.  If there are any branch members who would like to volunteer during the 
seminar, please contact Mike and Iôm sure heôll be able to find something for you 
to do.   
 
Enjoy this edition of the newsletter and hope to see everyone in Saskatoon at the 
beginning of November. 
 

Michael Hayduk 

Message From The Editor 
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Editorial Policy  
 

 

In the pursuit of the Branchôs objectives, the Editor is authorized to publish this Newsletter on a periodic basis, as deemed appropri-
ate. The objectives of the Branch are: 
 
Å The development and advancement of environmental health, and 
Å To support the advancement of the Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors. 
 
The Branch Executive members have the authority to provide general direction respecting the content of the Newsletter and, in con-
sultation with the Editor, to set policies regarding administrative matters of each issue.  The Editor shall have the general authority to 
select material for publication in the Newsletter provided all material meets the criteria of being within the objectives of the Branch.  
Views, comments or positions within the contents of the Newsletter are those of the Editor and does not necessarily reflect those of 
the Branch Executive or itôs membership. 

Hello Members, hope you are all do-
ing well.  I have just recently returned 
from Vancouver where I attended the 
IFEH 11th World Congress on Envi-
ronmental Health and CIPHI's 76th 
Annual Educational Conference.  The 
days before the conference started, I 
was able to represent our branch at 
the National Executive Council meet-
ing and attend the Environmental 
Health Foundation of Canada meet-
ing.  The conference itself was very 
informative and fun.  Many SK Branch 
members were able to attend this con-
ference and represented our branch 

professionally.  Congratulations to the organizing committee who 
did a great job bringing together both a great line-up of presenters 
and social venues.   
 
While I was in Vancouver, I also took advantage of the opportuni-
ty to discuss the CIPHI SK Branch Professional Education and 
Development Seminar with potential presenters, sponsors and 
exhibitors.  Mike McCann, this yearôs seminar chair has been 
busy organizing and the seminar is shaping up nicely.  The semi-
nar is taking place November 3&4, 2010 in Saskatoon, Saskatch-
ewan and I hope all members can attend this free 2 day educa-
tional opportunity.   
 
The SK Branch Annual General Meeting will be taking place on 
November 3, 2010 and members are encouraged to attend to 
ensure quorum can be met to keep branch business moving for-
ward.  The Annual General Meeting is a great place to voice your 
comments and questions, volunteer for positions and vote on 
important branch business. 
 
Phi Phan is officially in the position of National President of CI-
PHI.  Phi is very motivated and capable to lead our professional 
association into the coming years.  I am looking forward to work-
ing with Phi. 

 
Thanks to all of the members who have attended the CPC 
presentations.  The presentations offered members an opportuni-
ty to learn more details and requirements about the program 
(including information on the self-assessment, professional devel-
opment hours etc.).  If you have further questions, please contact 
Jon Gaudry. 
 
Your Executive recently held a Pizza/Information night for Envi-
ronmental Health students at the First Nations University of Cana-
da.  This was excellent opportunity to share the role of CIPHI with 
the students and a great opportunity to meet future col-
leagues.  The evening concluded with five student members join-
ing/renewing their membership with our branch.  This event has 
proven to be beneficial for both the students and our branch and 
is sure to continue in future years. 
 
On a final note, I would like to congratulate National award win-
ning members from our Branch.  Ken Cross was awarded the 
Presidentôs Award.  This award is issued to a former member of 
the National Executive Council who has demonstrated outstand-
ing service and commitment to the Canadian Institute of Public 
Health Inspectors while in office.   Ken served for 8 years and is 
very deserving of this award.  Also member Russell Scott was 
awarded the Lilli Ann Zahara Award  for his contributions to food 
safety and health education and Chelsey Bednarz was awarded 
the 2009 Len Hiebert EHR award for an aspiring student from 
FNUC.  Congrats to all three winners!  
 
Hope to see you all in November. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

Ryan Philipation 
President, SK Branch     

Message from the President 
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Sask Branch at 2010 AEC in Vancouver 

The 76th national CIPHI Annual Educational Conference was held this past September in Vancouver.  From talking to branch mem-
bers who attended the conference, I heard a lot of positive comments regarding the keynote speakers, educational seminars and the 
social events.  Congratulations to the BC Branch for a job well done. 
 
Below are photos taken at the conference by branch members who were in attendance.  The branch provided bursaries to members 
who attended the conference on condition that they provide a report to the branch about their experiences at the conference.  These 
reports can be found in the newsletter. 

Jon Gaudry, Kristin Bahsler, Carmen Buschow 

Carmen Buschow, Jon Gaudry, Ryan Philipation, Paul Ross, Karlene Panko, Kristin Bahsler 

Lenny Pander (Carmen Buschowôs husband), Jon , Ryan and Paul 
skating at the Olympic Oval. 

Kristin, Jon, Karlene and Paul enjoying themselves at a social function. 

Jon and Ryan with Mark Donnelly (Vancouver 
Canucks national anthem singer). 

Jon, Paul, Kristin, Ryan and Karlene at the Vancouver Aquarium. 

Kristin with Ashleigh McIvor (Canadian 
Olympic gold medalist). 

October 2010  
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Igniting Passion for Environmental Health Locally, Nationally and Internationally  
By: Kristin Bahsler 

 
I had the privilege of attending and presenting at the 2010 International Federation of Environmental Health Congress in 
Vancouver from September 5

th
 to 10

th
. During this week long conference we were presented with new research and cur-

rent happenings in the world of environmental health in Canada and from around the world. The conference was very 
effective in generating pride and camaraderie within our profession. Meeting people from around the world doing similar 
jobs and often experiencing similar challenges was very encouraging. The sessions that ignited my passion for the pro-
fession the most were the ones relating to global applications of our training and skills and the ones on furthering the 
profession as a whole. 
 
The single most memorable presenter of the conference for me was Dr. Samantha Nutt. She was one of our keynote 
speakers and her stories were heart-wrenching. Dr. Nutt encouraged us to advocate for the people in this world that 
often arenôt able to remove themselves from terrible situations. We need to advocate for clean drinking water and food 
security both in Canada and in developing nations because these account for a significant amount of deaths especially 
to children under 5. 
 
We also need to advocate for people in coflict zones because wars are one of the main causes of premature death in 
those affected countries. We heard Dr. Nuttôs front line accounts of the price that is paid by innocent bystanders in so 
many war-torn countries. The citizens of Darfur and the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and other conflict zones 
donôt ask for soldiers to ravage their homes, rape the women and leave the country in shambles but those are the unfor-
tunate consequences of war. The citizens are the casualties of war with the highest price often being paid by the women 
and the children. We need to advocate for these people who have no voice! 
 
So you might now be asking yourself what can I do here in Canada? I canôt go to these places so is there anything I can 
do from here? Dr. Nutt gave us some very practical solutions on what we can do from here without venturing too far out 
of our comfort zone. The first thing you can do is make yourself aware. I know ignorance is often bliss but we can give 
these people a voice. We can read the stories that are difficult to read and share our new found knowledge with those 
around us. 
 
The second thing we can do is become knowledgeable consumers. We have all heard about blood diamonds or conflict 
diamonds but did you know that our computers, cell phones and other electronic devices could also be funding the war 
in DRC? I, like most people, had never heard of coltan but after listening to Dr. Nutt speak and doing some additional 
research I now know that coltan is a mineral used in most electronics and one of the major sources of coltan is the 
DRC. They have been using the sale of coltan to fund the continuing war in the DRC. Many companies have policies 
against buying coltan and other minerals from conflict zones but these same companies are often willing to overlook 
some very obvious inconsistencies in where the mineral actually comes from. Companies will not buy coltan from the 
DRC but they will buy it from neighbouring Rwanda, which is not currently in a state of war. The interesting but unfortu-
nate part of this equation is that Rwanda is the worldôs second largest exporter of coltan, after Australia, but yet there 
are no known reserves of the mineral in the country. Hmmmm. Dr. Nutt explained that she doesnôt expect us to stop 
buying electronics but just to start asking the suppliers some tough questions. Once consumers are knowledgeable it 
becomes less easy to sell minerals from conflict zones. 
 
The third thing you can do is donate financially. Find an organization that is advocating for these vulnerable populations 
and give financially to support their work. This doesnôt even have to be an organization that works overseas, it can be 
one working with vulnerable populations here in Canada and every little bit helps. This keynote session was very inter-
esting and very informative and I hope I was able to provide even a small glimpse into the passion conveyed by Dr. 
Nutt. 
 
Overall, the conference was a wonderful, eye-opening experience and has really encouraged me to work to further our 
profession locally, nationally and internationally. I also consider presenting among other leaders in our field to be a privi-
lege and would strongly encourage others to do the same if you have the chance. The 2010 IFEH Congress was a great 
success and I would like to thank Sask. Branch and Sun Country for giving me the opportunity to attend! 

2010 AEC Sask Branch Reports 

October 2010  
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Environmental Health Leadership ï Education, 

Innovation and Advocacy 
 

Attending the IFEH 11th World Congress on Environmental 

Health in Vancouver was an inspirational and humbling experience.  

Being among environmental health professionals from across the world 

was a privilege.  Sometimes it seems that Public Health issues are isolat-

ed to your corner of the province; that the only thing that matters is if 

you solve the weekôs dilemma or improve your inspection stats.  To 

know that each of those delegates and their colleagues have been work-

ing diligently on similar issues across the world helps us to understand 

how critical of a role we play in world health and how transferable and 

ubiquitous our knowledge is.  It also helps us to know that, as a public 

health profession, we are making a difference in the lives of the public 

and in global health.  The IFEH congress motto was ñEducate, Innovate, 

Advocateò; many of the sessions and speakers were represented within 

this motto. 

 

First, Dr. David Williams, a medical doctor, master of sur-

gery, astronaut, scuba diver and director of medical robotics educated us 

on the effects of human habitation, the history of the human condition 

and planetary stewardship.  From his two missions in space, Dr. Wil-

liams shared his unique global perspective on environmental health.  His 

message was inspiring.  He was an ordinary man who, in his youth, had 

a dream.  He never expected that dream would take him where he ended 

up (in space ï twice!), but he pursued his interests and worked hard to 

achieve his goals.  Having never met a health inspector whose childhood 

dream it was to be a health inspector, I reflected on what it was that 

drew me to this profession.  Environmental health is based on potential 

health risks and possible hazards; issues that may arise in the future.  

Practicing in a future focussed profession requires that Environmental 

Health professionals maintain their professional competency and edu-

cate themselves.  The evolution of public health is the factor that ensures 

our breadth of knowledge is always increasing. 

 

Tony Mak, a speaker from Alberta Health Services, indicated 

that in order to properly educate your clients, you must first properly 

and consistently educate yourself.  To win over your operators, it is 

important that they can trust the information you are giving them.  It is 

also important that you are educating people who have influence.  An-

thony Sharpe, a speaker on global Public Health ethics from the UK, 

indicated that if you cannot win over the people that garner respect in a 

community, you will have little to no influence on the community at all.  

Public Health ethics requires that we go to whatever lengths necessary 

to obtain compliance as the sole purpose of our profession is to assess 

risks and encourage improvements.  Ethically, we cannot afford to stand 

back and allow hazards to remain because it could allow injury or ill-

ness.  What value is our profession or the legislation if it is not en-

forced?  So, in essence, we sometimes need to step out of our comfort 

zone to reach our operators on a different level; a level in which they 

respond. 

 

Much of our education as Public Health Inspectors is practical 

knowledge.  It involves learning from the challenges you are faced with 

on a day to day basis.  It also requires learning and mentorship from 

Inspectors that have had years of experience.  In this profession, it is 

critical to pass on the knowledge that was passed on to you when you 

were fresh in the field.  It saves time and improves efficiency and con-

sistency among inspectors.  Such consistency prevents past mistakes 

from being repeated and reduces liability. 

 

Second, the conference integrated an innovation component in 

which we, as Environmental Health Professionals, were encouraged to 

think outside the box.  Larry Beasley, one of the worlds leading city 

planners, spoke about the future of Metro Vancouver.  He envisioned a 

liveable city in which driving was discouraged and densely populated 

areas were the norm.  Where people would walk to work and their entire 

lives could be lived in close proximity to their homes; an innovation to 

me, being from Saskatchewan.  I was surprised to see how purposeful 

the massive high rises and lack of freeways was in Vancouver.  The city 

seems to be digressing in many ways back to a time where there were no 

options but to walk and when there was little obesity, diabetes and heart 

disease.  This reiterated the fact that time tends to be cyclical and the 

past recreates itself in the present in more ways than expected.  Innova-

tion in many instances, may mean looking back in order to move for-

ward.  The other innovative session I attended was focussed on technol-

ogy within Environmental Health education.  Andrew Mathieson of the 

University of West England, developed a unique role playing game, a 

virtual inspection game, that would teach new inspectors practical in-

spection techniques in a virtual world.  In the advanced technological 

world that we live in today, it does not seem to be a far stretch to learn 

through an avatar in a virtual world where mistakes can be made and 

erased far easier than in the real world.  On the contrary, I would ven-

ture to say that despite great technology, nothing can teach you better 

and faster than the real human experience. 

 

Finally, as an Environmental Health Professional, we were 

encouraged and moved by  Dr. Samantha Nutt who passionately depict-

ed her experiences as an advocate for maternal and child health in the 

Congo, Africa.  She spoke of the great disparity between funding allo-

cated for war and public health initiatives; that 20 times as much money 

is spent on weapons and violence than on health improvement and dis-

ease prevention.  In war torn countries, arms control is a public health 

issue.  Dr. Nutt empowered each of her listeners to take action in the 

following four ways: take the time to read about what is going on in the 

world, give of your time and money, be a conscious consumer and be a 

leader.  In the end, she reiterated that being an advocate, being a leader, 

is more than just showing up to do your job each day. 

 

The IFEH 11th World Congress on Environmental Health was 

educational, inspired innovation and empowered advocacy among near-

ly 500 delegates.  It gave each of those delegates motivation to make a 

difference in their field.  It promoted leadership across the range of our 

knowledge and skills as Environmental Health Professionals.  With any 

luck, the impression it left will resonate across the world in the form of 

education, innovation and advocacy in Environmental Health. 

 

Karlene Panko 

Public Health Inspector 

Cypress Health Region 

2010 AEC Sask Branch Reports 
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Thanks in part to CIPHI Sask Branch, CIPHIôs Council of Profes-
sional Experience and the Sunrise Health Region; I had the op-
portunity to attend the 11th Annual IFEH World Congress and 
CIPHI Annual Education Conference in Vancouver from Sept 5th 
to 10th. This conference was a great opportunity to learn infor-
mation from not only across Canada but from around the world. 
Emergency preparedness, food safety, healthy built environments 
and sustainable development were a few topics on the agenda for 
the conference. 
 
For me, the most intriguing aspect was the fact that all subjects 
were discussed by EHOôs from around the world. For example, I 
listened to an emergency planner from Washington State discuss 
the fact that EHOôs in Washington were not included in emergen-
cy planning and mitigation until he pushed for it recently. What I 
learned is that EHOôs have a skill set essential for the Planning 
and Mitigation processes that happen before disaster strikes. 
Yes, we can assess risks, pull together resources, and make de-
cisions prior to an event taking place. This was interesting for me 
because of the flooding event in Yorkton on July 1, 2010. We had 
the same experience as this speaker because our Medical Health 
Officer had to push for Public Health to be at the EOC table. 
 
The conference planners also invited excellent keynote speakers. 
Broadly the message I put together is the need to collaborate and 
pull together in order to educate, innovate and advocate for a 
healthy and safe environment and community. People in all as-
pects of Public Health need to do their part to assist people in 
need, create new knowledge and educate the world about the 
impact humans are having on the world. 
 
The first speaker, Dr. Dave Williams, shared his view on the ef-
fects of habitation on our planet. His view ranges from the Inter-
national Space Station to the depths of the ocean floor. In this 
presentation there were many space station pictures from around 
the world showing the results of events like the Gulf Oil Spill and 
the recent forest fires in BC. He also showed the difference be-
tween a winter on the Canadian prairies and a winter in an indus-
trialized city in China. Dr. Williams wanted us to see the results of 
our poor attitude toward planetary stewardship and wished for us 
as Environmental Health Professionals to educate the people we 
interact with about the potential impacts this attitude will have on 
our health. 
 
Larry Beasley is a community planner who was one of the leaders 
to change the City of Vancouverôs downtown area into a highly 
functional community. Mr. Beasleyôs message was to innovate 
when it comes to decision making and planning. It is becoming 
well known that current trends in community planning have affect-
ed the health of the population. A current move to suburban com-
munity plans requires more space and poorly planned communi-
ties. With the increased distance to employment, grocery stores 
and recreation, the population has become dependent on auto-
mobiles. This dependency decreases the amount of physical ac-
tivity in the lifestyles of the suburban family. A properly designed, 
densely populated community will increase the physical activity 
involved with everyday activities such as grocery shopping or 
going to work. The average person will be able to walk or bike to 
their employment or local market which will increase the rates of 

physical activity in the population. 
 
Dr. Samantha Nutt was the last keynote speaker. Her message 
was eye opening and challenging to say the least. Dr. Nutt has 
worked with NGOs in many war torn areas. In doing so, she has 
put herself in harmôs way many times to do the work she believes 
in. Helping women and children in places Like the D.R. of Congo, 
Iraq, Afghanistan and Liberia has led Dr. Nutt to believe that in 
those areas the greatest threat to public health are the weapons 
available. Often these weapons are in the hands of child soldiers 
who do not even understand what they are doing. Rape and mur-
der are used as tools of control and power over the women and 
children who desperately need the public health interventions she 
was offering. The public health interventions can not be offered 
because of the threat of violence from those who carry the weap-
ons. In many of these areas mining and mineral resources are 
controlled by those who have the weapons. For example, the 
D.R. of Congo has a Col-Tan deposit. Col-Tan is used in cell 
phones, computers, and many other electronics available to west-
ern society. Rwanda and the D.R.of Congo have been exploiting 
the deposit for years in order to get weapons. Rwanda has no 
known Col-Tan deposits but has made 250 million dollars from it 
to support its army and the inhuman treatment of the people in 
the area. This discussion opened my eyes and made me appreci-
ate the work and dedication of those like Dr. Nutt. I have also 
begun to research a little so I may make ethical choices when it 
comes to investing and purchasing. I do not wish my money to 
support the people who commit these atrocities to other human 
beings. As Dr. Nutt says ñEvery dollar we spend is a vote, make it 
countò. 
 
As you can see, the messages brought to the conference from 
the keynote speakers were aimed at addressing the core values 
of population health promotion. We need to educate those around 
us of our impact on the environment and how to mitigate that as 
best we can. We need to innovate within our discipline to address 
the health of the population and recognize when past decisions 
are having an adverse affect on our health Lastly, we need to 
advocate for those without a voice to ensure people around the 
world have a safe environment with access to the population 
health interventions we provide to our population here in Canada. 
 
Jon Gaudry 
Public Health Inspector 
Sunrise Health Region 

2010 AEC Sask Branch Reports 
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2010 AEC Sask Branch Reports 

International Federation of Environmental Health 
(IFEH) together with the Canadian Institute of 
Public Health Inspectors (CIPHI) presented the 
11th World Congress on Environmental Health in 
Vancouver - September 5 - 10 2010  
 
 It is impossible to overstate the importance of participating in and 
supporting educational conferences of any magnitude let alone 
an opportunity to be part of the 2010 IFEH/CIPHI World Con-
gress.  To hear and interact with an Olympic Gold Medal Champi-
on, an Astronaut a renowned Global City Planner and colleagues 
from nations we may never travel to is a rare opportunity. 
 
Having returned to Saskatoon after many years in Vancouver, I 
had all but given up on the idea of attending the 2010 IFEH/
CIPHI World Congress.  Then the 2010 Saskatoon Health Region 
budget cuts became a reality with no money available for such 
travel and expenses.  However; fortune shone on me!  Leslie 
Rea, Public Health Services Manager, at Saskatoon Health Re-
gion agreed to paid conference leave and Vancouver reminded 
me that my name remained on the committee roster from the 
work I had done up until 2009.  Special thanks to Leslie and 
Dominic Losito for making those concessions. 
 
It is no secret that Dominic Losito and Vancouver Coastal Health 
(VCH) have long been leaders in hosting and supporting educa-
tional conferences for Public Health Inspectors and CIPHI.  The 
2000 National CIPHI Conference was one of the successful 
springboards for the 2010 Congress. The 2006 Annual BC 
Branch conference was co-hosted in Sunpeaks.  A product of a 
well built relationship with Ken Christian of Interior Health.  Way 
back then I was impressed by Dominicôs networking ability.  He 
spent a career excelling at building relationships within his own 
Health Region, outside agencies who provide much needed addi-
tional funding, and with his own staff to encourage involvement 
and assist in materializing his ideas. 
 
The photo albums located on the IFEH2010.org website provide 
evidence to the internal backing that Nick received from Dr. 
Blatherwick and management at VCH.  Dr. B provided unwaver-
ing support and loved being involved in conference events. Staff 
were encouraged to become involved on conference committees 
and did so loyally even with the knowledge that much of the work 
would done on the inspectorôs own time. 
 
The Industry trade show and the sponsor list are great examples 
of the networking that has been done over the years with Inspec-
tors and the industry we interact with.  Their support is proof of 
the importance of continuing to nurture such relationships. 
 
The Educational streams for this congress were loaded with diffi-
cult options for delegate selection but well worth the time spent to 
attend: 

During his  presentation on Disaster response to Hurricane 

Katrina, Brian Johnston (from VCH not AC/DC) compared, 
for planning purposes, the vulnerable population of  Vancou-
verôs Downtown East Side which can also be compared to 
Saskatoonôs West side of vulnerable population.  Such com-

parisons were also made when interacting with inspectors 
from around the globe.  While discussing issues that are the 
same, Inspectors are provided the opportunity to share ideas 
on solving issues such as housing whether the problem is in 
New Orleans, London or Nipawin. 

 

Larry Beasley, former Vancouver City Planner made a terrific 

Key note speech on Healthy Built Environments that provide 
a quality life. He emphasized providing proximity to the 
things that provide a quality life to individuals living there to 
minimize the negative impacts of urban sprawl creating gor-
geous liveable communities like Yaletown.  Larry has recent-
ly spoken to indivuals at Elkridge and is scheduled for talks 
in Saskatoon.  How wonderful. 

 

The National Collaborating Centre for Environmental Health 

sponsored a workshop which provided an introduction to the 
Healthy Built Environment (HBE).  While identifying the role 
that environmental health professionals can play, they dis-
cussed case studies, and shared tools that can be applied to 
other international settings.  Examples were presented high-
lighting collaboration of public health inspectors, planners, 
and local decision-makers working together.  Presenters also 
shared the difficulty in obtaining data to support the associat-
ed health risks.  The presentation introduced HBE and its 
relationship to obesity, chronic disease, injury prevention, 
climate change, and mental health.  The presentation cov-
ered the evolution of public health inspectors interests in 
HBE from traditional water, sewer, and local air pollution to 
issues such as sprawl containment, adaptation to adverse 
climates, walk ability, sharps injury prevention, social inclu-
sion and inequity reduction. 

 
The benefits of attending educational conferences include:  much 
needed time for Professional development, personal growth, vi-
sion, additional involvement with interprovincial Health regions, 
global interaction, moral boosting, and a new level of interaction 
with community venues and industry vendors.  Such congresses 
provide a venue for inspectors to develop an evolved respect for 
the profession, for peers and members of the industry we deal 
with. 
 
Lositoôs years of advocating for the educational congress and 
conferences have inspired Senior Health Managers across the 
country to be innovative in supporting staff (especially if the bare 
minimum of paid time is provided!!!). 
 
 
Patricia Tymiak 
Public Health Inspector 
Saskatoon Health Region 

October 2010  
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Len Hiebert Environmental 

Health Review Award 

The First Nations University of Canada selected Chelsey Bednarz, 
Nipawin PHI, to receive the 2009 Len Hiebert Environmental Health Re-
view Award.  The award is given to encourage student participation in 
research leading to possible publication and sharing of the research re-
sults in the Environmental Health Review. 

The Len Hiebert award, through the Canadian Institute of Public Health 
Inspectors and the Environmental Health Foundation of Canada, is an 
annual award of $250.00 to be presented to a student or team of stu-

dents conducting a research pro-
ject in each of the five accredited 
public health inspection programs 
in Canada.  Each school will then 
select a student or team of stu-
dents, that has been involved in a 
research project during the aca-
demic year, to receive the award. 
A liaison person at each of the 
accredited schools will be re-
sponsible for returning the Certifi-
cation of the School. 

Chelsey Bednarz receiving her $250 cheque 

from Herman Michell, Department Head 

of Science at FNUC. 

I would like to thank the CIPHI-SK Branch for again offering member bursaries to attend the Annual CIPHI AEC.  This 
yearôs conference in Vancouver was jointly held with the IFEH World congress which gave an international perspective 
to environmental health issues.  Delegates from 40 different countries were in attendance- each with individual perspec-
tives on environmental health.  Developing countries highlighted issues such as Malaria, c.d. issues, drinking and recre-
ational water, and industrial issues.  Western countries areas included air quality, onsite sewage disposal, action re-
search supporting best practice, housing, and institutional  topics to name a few.  It was interesting to learn of world top-
ics and see similarities with Saskatchewan such as onsite system overloading and sizing in Australia. 
 
Fellowship and the conference social events were top notch with walks along the Vancouver waterfront, skating at the 
Richmond Olympic Oval and a dance that ended too soon for the delegates and not soon enough for the hotel securi-
ty!  Yes another hotel security noise complaint record bites the dust!  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Paul Ross 
Public Health Inspection Manager 
Prince Albert Parkland Health Region 

2010 AEC Sask Branch Reports 
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In Memorium - Greig Graham  
 
   CIPHI Certificate #2531 
 
 
 
 

 

It is with great sadness we announce the 
passing of Greig on Tuesday, August 
24

th
, 2010 at the age of 58 years. He 

passed away suddenly and peacefully at 
home following a courageous battle with 
heart and kidney disease. 
 
Greig was born in Prince Albert on Octo-
ber 4

th
, 1951. After high school Greig 

studied commercial cooking at Kelsey 
Institute and later studied for his Jour-
neyman Certificate. Greig worked at the 
Training School in Prionce Albert. He 
went to Ryerson in Toronto in 1974 and 
graduated with his Public Health Inspec-
tion Certificate in 1976. He returned to 
Regina where he worked for 30 plus 
years with Regina Rural Health (and 
RQHR). He really enjoyed his career, his 
fellow co-workers and the many people 
he came in contact with. He was known 
for his gift of gab.  
 
Greig was a loving husband, father, 
brother and friend and be forever missed 
by everyone who knew him. 
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Welcome to the 3rd Annual  
Professional Education & Development Seminar  

 
On behalf of the SK Branch CIPHI Executive, I want to welcome you to Saskatoon for the 3rd Annual Professional Education and De-
velopment Seminar.  Your Executive have worked hard to offer this great networking and learning opportunity. 
 
Presenters and exhibitors spanning across western Canada will be offering a variety of topics for your professional growth.  Be sure to 
visit all the exhibitor booths to view first hand items of Public Health interest.  Product and program experts will be on hand to answer 
all of your questions. 
 
The Annual General Meeting will be chance for everyone to see what your SK Branch has done over the previous year and to see 
where we are headed.  This will be a good opportunity for everyone to signup for their 2011 memberships.   The social event on Tues-
day evening is sure to be fun and entertaining.  Come and see old friends, meet new friends and network with colleagues and be a 
part of your professional organization. 
 
I want to thank all sponsors, exhibitors and delegates for coming to Saskatoon and supporting our 3rd Annual Professional Education 
and Development Seminar.  Letôs enjoy our time together! 
 
 
Michael McCann 
Education Chair 

3rd Annual PEDS Seminar 

October 2010  
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After a long and illustrious career as a Public Health Inspector and Public Health Inspection Manager, Paul recently re-
tired. Paul served on the CIPHI SK Branch executive and frequently volunteered as parliamentarian during AGMôs.  

 

 
Doug Terry (Past President) presents Paul Silvester with his award 

 
Paul was presented with an award at his retirement party recognizing and thanking him for his contributions to CIPHI 
SK Branch. I had a chance to have a brief chat with Paul and he reflected on his career: 
 
Travis: How long were you a public health inspector> 
Paul: Almost 30 years.  From August 1980 to April 2010. 
 
Travis: When and where did you get certified? 
Paul: I was certified in October 1980 in Regina. 
 
Travis: How long did you serve on the CIPHI SK Branch executive and in what capacity? 
Paul: Just a councilor.  I was going to take on the treasurerôs job when Ron (Belak) stepped down, but he 

never did.  I think I was on the executive for 3 or 4 terms. 
 
Travis: Any fond memories as a PHI? 
Paul: The public health inspectors I met and worked with in Saskatchewan, the freedom the job gives you to 

be your own boss, and working in a helping profession. 
 
Travis: What advice would you offer to new public health inspectors entering the field? 
Paul: Get to know the legislation we work with, donôt try and change the world overnight. 
 
Travis: What are your retirement plans? 
Paul: Immediate: Going to England to look after my parents for a couple of months. 
 Summer: Hopefully travel to the maritimes for a few weeks. 
 Winter: Get the ______ out of Saskatchewan before it arrives! 
 Long term: Not certain but have no plans right now to get back into the work force. 
 
 
Cheers Paul ï Enjoy your retirement! 

 
Submitted by Travis Philipation ï Secretary CIPHI SK Branch 

Paul Silvester Retires 

October 2010  
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Paul Silvesterõs Retirement Party 

October 2010  
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 October 2010  

FNUC Pizza Party 

On September 15th, the Sask Branch executive held a pizza night for the FNUC Environmental Health students.  The 

event was used to promote CIPHI and branch activities to the students.  Everyone who attended had a good time. 

The Annual Five Hills ï Sun Country ï Ministry of Environment Meeting Took Place on June 24, 2010 
in Avonlea, SK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pictured are (Left To Right) 
 
Travis Philipation, Kristin Bahsler, Grant Paulson, Glen Greve, Nimone Campbell, Wayne Johnson, Jenna King, Paula Tait, Ken Cross, Greg 
Holovach, Brent Wilson, Roger Miller. 


